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8. — Works of Samuel Dextee Bradford, LL.D. Boston : Phil- 
lips, Sampson, & Co. 1858. 

Possibly some apology may be necessary for the liberty we take 
with a volume which, from a feeling of modesty or delicacy, the author 
has not allowed to be placed on the shelves of the booksellers. In the 
" Dedication to his Sons " he says : — 

" This collection has been made for circulation only amongst a few particu- 
lar friends, so that it is not deemed necessary (as is so often done) to invoke 
even the tender mercies of critics or reviewers, should this work be ever so 
unfortunate as to pass into their hands and be considered worthy of their pe- 
rusal." 

"With these words before us, we have had some misgivings about 
the propriety of noticing the book. But the motive for printing is so 
honorable both to the writer's head and heart, and so worthy is the 
example of the union of a busy mercantile life with intellectual culture 
and the pursuit of letters, that we waive our scruples. 

" You will not be surprised," he writes, " at any errors you may find in the 
volume inscribed to you ; nor can you expect those graces of style and com- 
position which are found in the works of professed scholars, but are not ex- 
pected in those of the active and busy merchant." 

And yet no fault can be found with the style, which is correct, easy, 
and perspicuous. The contents of the volume are very miscellaneous, 
embracing some specimens of college exercises, political articles, obitu- 
aries, letters and speeches on different occasions, and on a great variety 
of subjects, agricultural, financial, and academical. Of course the 
opinions expressed on some of these subjects are not such as will find 
general acceptance. No matter. The author's long experience, mani- 
fest honesty of purpose, truthfulness, and integrity, entitle his views to 
respectful attention. For ourselves, we have read the volume with 
much interest, and conclude with expressing the hope that the writer 
may be induced to change his intention, and to allow others besides a 
" few particular friends " to receive the benefit and pleasure of its pe- 
rusal. 



9. — The History of the Origin and Rise of the Republic of Venice. 
By William Carew Hazlitt. London : John Russell Smith. 
1858. 2 vols. 8vo. pp. xix. and 356, 482. 

This History is designed to supply an admitted want in English 
literature; and Mr. Hazlitt is at least entitled to the praise which 
vol. lxxxvii. — no. 181. 48 
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belongs to the diligent explorer of a comparatively unwrought mine. 
His volumes show that he has carefully studied the original authorities, 
and that he has neglected no sources of information which were within 
his reach. Indeed, he tells us in his Preface, that the whole number of 
books consulted in the course of his labors " would probably be found 
to exceed three hundred separate and distinct works." Among the 
principal authorities upon which he relies are the contemporary me- 
moirs of Dandolo and Da Canale, and the voluminous publications of 
Sandini, Marini, Filiasi, and Romanelli; but he does not appear to have 
had access to any unpublished documents. Of the histories of Daru 
and Langier he speaks very slightingly ; and he does not hesitate to 
accuse Daru of gross inaccuracy, particularly in the earlier portion of 
his work. His own narrative is full, clear, and exact. Its most ob- 
vious defects are an excessive coldness and dryness. Mr. Hazlitt 
never allows himself to be moved with indignation or enthusiasm ; and 
his style is as frigid and formal when he is describing a battle or a 
festival, as it is when he is giving a sketch of Venetian policy or a 
summary of Venetian laws. These features of style will doubtless pre- 
vent his volumes from meeting with the favorable reception to which 
their merits would otherwise entitle them. In another more important 
respect his History fails to satisfy the just requirements of the subject. 
Not only does a story so rich, various, and peculiar in interest as is 
that of the Venetian Republic demand some degree of brilliancy in its 
treatment, but it affords ample scope for the powers of a philosophical 
historian ; and to this distinction Mr. Hazlitt possesses small claims. 
His grasp of his subject is by no means equal to his knowledge of it ; 
and we search his volumes in vain for a single acute analysis or strik- 
ing delineation of character, or for any exhaustive discussion of the 
causes which from time to time determined the course of events and 
gave to Venice her peculiar history. The disquisitions in which he 
occasionally indulges rarely touch the root of the matter. In a word, 
he can be regarded only as an accurate and painstaking chronicler. 
The two volumes before us bring down the narrative to the death of 
the Doge Giovanni Dandolo, in 1389. Commencing with a brief ac- 
count of the ancient Veneti, and of the successive irruptions of the 
Goths, Vandals, and other nations, Mr. Hazlitt next traces the fortunes 
of the Republic through its first stormy years and its subsequent period 
of growing power and magnificence, pausing before he has reached the 
culminating point from which the decline and fall of Venice, as a great 
commercial and military state, may be dated. Though the history of 
Venice still remains to be written, we shall look with interest for a 
continuation of Mr. Hazlitt's work. 



